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(I spare i the Penthouse

by Aaron Chapman
contributing writer nightclub, a prety girl in
her X6 dances
tlashes a fHiry smile and removes her last amicle of
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audhenoe 1 polit
gle of anloakers bear lirtle resemblance wo the ¢
1 :.:_:Ji 1r g hoentele, Two alder men sl R thein
drinks, while an older woman laughs nervously, “Oh,
| wasn’t pre| red for this,” she s Vs,

Tonight's audience, largely composed of a Hen
tage Vancouver tour EROUp, 15 more familiar wich
sites like the Orpheum Theatre than the Pemt
howse. Bur perhaps they should have known what
to expect. | he Penthouse 1s one of the citys heri-

tage wreasures. Its also a venue with a long history
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ot surpnising Vancoaverites PEFIH"I[HJSE hf].':iﬂ
At Y Seymour St the maroon bulding, neon
lit with i i1.||||:||| tin dancing girls hanmng out

front, 1%

Danny Filippone haosts
now stvlistically our of place among the _
everything from stag

gl s Alleh annaversary i Decemiber,

maodern condo |:-|'.|.|-.||:'|',:'\ ;_'.|I||r::||:: arcuendd 1
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e Pentlyomse 1= one of the longest runmin e fanaly
; ne of the Tongest running fan lesbian nights to

businesses in Vancouver. Current owner Lanny Filip-

ponc has been a pare of that hswory sinee his birech on

Heritage Vancouver

Wl ||_-:.:|_|1-:| vy contiedian Gooree Burns

who was pertorming at the Penthouse thar summer
night

tours at the city's most
handed our celebratory cigars to cluby patrons '
Phe Filippones have been on Sevimont for as lomg Eﬂﬂljriﬂg I'Iight S[JD[,
A5 anvone muehe rememben

Continued on page 4 which just turned 60,
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The Penthouse evolved from a 1940s nlghtclub to a 1970s strip bar

Continued from page 1
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Penthouse owner Danny Filippone has watchad a cast of characters flow through the Seymour Street club.
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The Filippones helped convince legislators to relax Ilquur restrictions

Continued from page 4

Whien the mighechuly sprved operamons m
the purntan bevday of Vancouvers “hattle
clubs,” ljuor heences were restnicoed 1o
dreary beer halls, which oftered oo muesdc or
enterraimnent. Banle cdub custemers dis-
crectly served themschoes froam
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1983 murder added to Penthouse mystique

Continued from page 5

The |"iltppunf;\ wan the case an ap-
peal. However, the Penthouse closed tor
three vears while the court case dragped
an. Vancouver wnter Damiel Franas's
hook Red Light Nean details the history
af prosutution i vVancouver and the
Penthouse closure of the 70s, “In retro
spect, evervone agreed the closure was a
major mistake.” Franas notes, “The de-
cistomn caused an increase ot the number
lflt.'i"l-'l'lll'li..‘n i 'Ii'll." sireet... .llll:l ].l..’[l A W I:.'"
mndirectly, to the tragedy of the Missing
Women.” On the prosecution of the
Penthouse, Franas writes, “Police draove
the sex rade into the shadows, creanng
the condinons in which predators could
flourish.” An interesting theory, in highe
of the recent Willie ]‘l:.Ltuu trial ]|u|
CONVICTION.

“1 mapx™r weavry thoughe about whar
[ was going to do,” remembers Danny
Filippone of his adolescence.
warking at kelly’s records, and basical-
Iy just into playing sports and meeting
girls, Hey, | had just entered my 205,
just ont of schol.”

All of that changed on Sepr. 18, 1953
when Danny’s uncle Joe Phallipom was
murdered by Scort Forsyth at the Pent-
house in an after-hours shooung, Forsyth
had been falsely wld by an .=|u.nlu|1-hu Sid
Morrisroe, that §1 million sat locked in
the Penthouse sate. The robbery garmered
the men $1.200 and hrst-degree murder
comvictions, (ver 800 people, including
Supreme Court pustices, businessmen and
dancers attended the funeral of the “God-
father of Sevmour Street.”

Rumours involving the Filippone
family and the Mafia have airculated
for decades. The myth of the family’s
“mob nes” may have added w the Pent-
house legend.

“There were characters like thar
around the bar in myv father’s day,”
says Danny. “I remember a guy named
Shoulders and another guy called Big
Nick who were wough people. Being
[talian, 1t was hard not o feel that aura
and having the last name Filippone,

*1 was

The modern-day Penthouse focuses on exotic dancers and alcohol. i

I'here weren't many other prominent
[talian fanulies in Vancouver. There
were the Capozeis for wines and stocks,
[!ll_‘ I.l.'l'l.il,ll'l.ll.l.l'.-"lh I-l1|' SLILUCT ..IIHI tlll.'
Filippones had the mghtclubs.”

I)L"'ll]]f ".'I"l.'ll"_'l.' rl.'i.'.lu"'l., i TI'H.‘ “'.Il:l.'
of Joe's death, being called 1o meer
his father in the oftfice. “He said, *You
have to make a llq:n'lh'mn We have 1o
know as a tamily 1f vou're gming to do
this.” They wanted 1o know what di-
rection t]mug:. were going and if 1'd
take over the rans, | sad 1'd do e,
My heart was matand I hiked at.”

Danny, who began as a waiter and
later managed the club, knew hisuncle’s
legend loomed large at the Penthouse.
"It was weird the first couple of years
after he was gone, | could sull see him
around here and hear his voice. | have
lots of great memories of Uncle |oe.!”

v Dan Toulgoet

Waine Leapineg the Hernitage Van-
couver tour, Danny demonstrates his
+-L¥II'I]]_|.'15 characrerisuce ebullience, as
well as the unique |"||i|1-pr-Ill.--l'h}'tlml
and tenor i las voice.

He leads an audience of 3H) [H:nph:
around the Penthouse, offering anec-
dares abour each room.

The rour visits some of the upper
rooms—usually closed 1o the pub-
lic—ol the decepuvely large bulding,
including the "Green Room,” a nme
:,'.L|J-.-.u|l; ot the L-.|I'|].' 1970s with 1ts
green cut-velver wallpaper. The clubs
ariganal grand pano sull sits in the
area of the club once known as “The
Steak Loft™ restaurant, named for the
19505 novelty of bringing raw steaks to
customers’ tables so diners could prck
which one they wanred.

Continued on page 7
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Vancouver’s strip club scene has been decimated by mass closures

Continued from page 6
Fven the roots of YVancouver's
I||r||.|1.|II:lrl|.|.-| paeea shice shops can ke
traced 10 the Penthouse and YVan-
conver’s Tirst e dver

“Its a wroque part of Vancouvers
st hl*l-:n':l.'." L L] | ||.'l':r.:!:v:' Y-
eonrer presadent Donald Luston, <1r
is Wisatern Canada’ oldest SUTVINTIRE
venue for exonc entertainment amd
a remanader of the vibrant mghr life
Vancouver onoe enijeoyed.”

Danny 15 proasd of the hinlding's
prast, Duat b oerved o pun s o
stannp on the nightelube The pros-
titwtes are long gone, pd the duls
himts events like the Jaee Festval,
Sew Muse Wiesa, local bamds, -
vale partics, sports pdghts and cven
Ly anad lestman [artis

In December, the Penthowse
ailided e e ity i it Fos-
tory of revelry —its b anmiversiry
P Xaruwy hanted a full lomise, inchsd-
ing sereenwriter Chris Haddook
andd Canmmondore Ballroom l.'_\!lh'r.ll

imangger Cord haghts, as well as
local muaaans bke Crystal Prstol
hassise Careg Latkin, As in its golden
pge, the Penthonse stage feamred an
array of acts, it ||I|r|1."u;|u|.' |_:II]\.
o 3 stand-up comedian, Filippone
1'||J|r|1h.'-,|. thii |1..:|'I:|.' witli his 1'J|I|||.'r',
whas alicd befrre the event, bt it
casy 1o magine Ross and Undle Joe
sohing dowen on the affur,

“I thamk o’ pparrant o keep
things fresh and ry new things
Bringing music back 15 whar Uncle
Joe was doing—ryang not to rely
il 1-'i||ul:ll.' themie, ['s mor g |'-1.11.'|.'
where you just see exobg dancers
anymare,” savs Filippone, not-
i Pentlonse vedeo mmsie oot
featunng Avnl Lavigne and Snoop
| :ln!_'g. anal thii rlll_'-llli_'llltl.'\ r'r|.1||.||.'||1
appearance as the Chick A Dee
Clab om the crdeally acelanmed
TV crimvie-drama Tnrelfipencs

[e Frooeross family story on-
compasses Vancower’s dovwntown

“Iremember a guy
named Shonlders

and another guy
called Big Nick who

were ton gfr pmpfr. 2

—Danny Filippone,

Penthouse owner
.|

real estate Do, Joe Phillipoms
far-sighted real estate invemments
Tuave pasd diaadends. A Bily-omined
lot aemoms the stevet from ihe Pea-
Bowse sobd for o prmcely sum b 3
develuper who will wee the sive for
a |||1|.|I|-1!l::|r|;.|.' cosiddi lwwer, Mo i
the Penthouse sits the oldest survive
i s b Ddewinitens Seitli, | kan-
ing back to B9, it's been Filippone
property senee the 1930k

Fifteen years agn, Vinoouver was
liistane £ 3 5 cxnkic citertarmivent vei-

s, inclisding Chasmgugme Charics,
the Austn Flash (e and the Ni-
aggara. In the Line 1900k Vanoouver
bscastal A 8K exonc dancers, bur thar
mmptnsleer b shrunk [-uuluu,lr 0 TThe
Coeal Histel site bas leen carmmerbed
e eomabis, anel otbier Vaiim HiveT -
estiic chube fice an uncertam future

I 2anmy Bas seen thoem all eosme and
g g BT |11||::||r i bk o vis B i
thi: ondy game i o, ”

e receives regular offers fromn
prospeCvE |||.1:|'-|.'n. bt = ﬂllﬂ:,' k-
clines, noting the dub’s hastory and ies
crsnection 10 his fan 1y

"W can pamet ot, and refurbash i
anid hodd all sorts of special evems,
i-||.1 1|1|.: ]’q.ul:hn“u, u.||| J]u.::..'\. !IJ.'I.I.,'
its puist anicd ehiats what nukis e differ-
ent,” ha SN, .|.,|i||r|-_._' that restoration
plans are being comadered. =W want
i ivak it Jook s ™

And yer, the building sl gives up
it secrets. Bocently [ Xaminy wnexpeat
edly discvmered o hollow spot in an
athee wall that contained pheto-

F‘I’.I"II.'I.'. ot the mghiciub m the 193k
and 'k, a5 wiell as very carly plioto-
!,"‘I'JI‘I‘.'I."- ool the \:l.l.i"h.!.l]'l-l!.l.lll.[ Imnesc
ard sareet Tife on Seymiour, “1 have no
IIII.'|'| 'I-\Il:i ﬂu‘:t' WLTL 1]'".'“ 1[1 || I’ﬂ!lll.'."
had novicdea abwant 1, and we pst think
“I'-"IIH‘I‘IL'“l'iIIi.!_IIH.' ilid buack: iin thic |EJ:|.'.
hicing the pactures asway i the wall
i u'r-.-Lu-Fungur sumnething.” Mamy
of thie phistes are now framed and
hang mside the cluly,

The Penthomse nooi sign om Sey-
maonr Stroet snll glows ar mght. One
by thae erned iy woimie, but the Pe-
o has withstons] everything from
the vioe supuad o the wrecking ball For
il ywsars

“We're auyng put. We're happs
Chir buisimiess bas pever boen ber,”
AYE lhll:ll!. Anal of thi ]"|||||||-l~||-|_-|-
have anw say, last call won't conee fo
SCyInemir SERCCt iy e SO

Hermge Vanoouver returns to
the Penthonse on Fel X0 For
fhaore imformmation visit www heri-
lJ'r:I."a'JI'H."I!.I.\'I.' r.1||.'F.



